THE STILL SMALL VOICE
NEWSLETTER FOR TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH ON THE GREEN
Dear Friends,
Trinity Church and the
City of New Haven have
been co-evolving for
centuries. We have a
shared history of struggling and flourishing
together through times
of war and peace, innovation and immigration,
suburbia and academia.
We also share a common care for the residents of
New Haven. But more than that, Trinity would
hardly be itself if it were located anywhere else.
New Haven is our blessed home and this context
informs who we are as a community of faith. It
offers us challenges and opportunities that make
us distinctly Trinity Church on the Green. So it is
with great excitement that we celebrate New Haven’s 375th anniversary.
This year’s celebration of our city’s 375th anniversary will be another opportunity to connect with
the richness of our context by honoring the hands
that built New Haven, people such as John Davenport, Edward Hopkins, Elihu Yale, and David
Wooster, as well as the countless souls who in-

vested their lives over the centuries in the hope of
building a new haven for their families.
As our church’s history is intensely interwoven
with our city, we will join the celebration of this
375th anniversary at several occasions this spring.
On Saturday, April 27 we will join the city’s festivities and offer guided tours of our church. On that
day, in collaboration with the New Haven Garden
Club, we will also screen the documentary “The
New Haven Green: Heart of a City”. And on Saturday, June 15 we will join Center Church and
United Church for a common celebration on the
Green.

Lent/
Easter
2013

The commemoration of our history in this city in
this corner of the world is also a reminder of our
calling to be of service to this community here
and now. We pray that our celebration may bring
a renewal of our dedication to the people of our
city and to the values that strengthen our identity
in Christ.
Blessings,
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Average Worship
Attendance
by month
January
7:45
20
9:00
68
11:00
187
2:00
120
5:00
90
Annual Meeting 271
February
7:45
9:00
11:00
2:00
5:00
Ash Wed.

18
81
169
60
43
54

March*
7:45
9:00
11:00
2:00
5:00

22
96
190
65
51

*1 Sunday
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TRINITY’S CELEBRATION OF THE 24TH NATIONAL AFRICAN AMERICAN
READ-IN - SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 3: A HUGE SUCCESS
By: Eleanor Q. Tignor
For 1 hour and 20 minutes we came together. The attending members of the
7:45 and 9 A.M. services had been prepared, as is Trinity/Walden Moore tradition, with the singing of “Lift Ev’ry Voice and Sing,” the Negro National Anthem. In
introducing the Read-In, the audience was told of the establishment of Negro
History Week in 1926 by Negro historian Dr. Carter G. Woodson and of the federal government’s transformation of that week into a month in 1976. This information was preparation for many readings showing the movement from slavery to
abolition, to equal rights for African Americans, in recognition of the 150th anniversary of the Emancipation Proclamation, the Civil Rights Movement, highlighted by
Dr. Martin Luther King’s “I Have a Dream” speech 50 years ago, and the election and recent re-election of the first African
American president of the United States.
We read, listened, learned, and were inspired by voices from the African American past and present. Among the voices of
slavery were Frederick Douglass, Sojourner Truth, and Frances E. W. Harper. Douglass was also the subject of a powerful
poem by Langston Hughes, whose poems were again a highlight of the Read-In. The dire condition of slavery was the theme
of a Claude McKay poem, followed by a call for equality in a Maya Angelou poem. The early twentieth century was highlighted by an excerpt from Souls of Black Folk by W.E. B. DuBois and a Dudley Randall poem on the debate for how to
achieve equal rights, as perceived by Dr. DuBois and Booker T. Washington. We heard the voice of migration to the North in
Isabel Wilkerson’s The Warmth of Other Suns and were introduced to Nobel Prize laureate Toni Morrison’s newest novel
Home. President Obama was celebrated through the reading of Elizabeth Alexander’s “Praise Song for the Day,” written for
his first Inauguration. Voices of faith were expressed through two poems that called us to remember the tragedy of Sandy
Hook and in an 1838 anti-slavery speech by Methodist Bishop Daniel Alexander Payne. The church school was represented
by several children and staff; thanks to the planning of Linda Sheehan. One book was entitled I Love My Hair. Poems by
Trinity favorite Lucille Clifton were read. The morning was summed up in the words of Margaret Walker’s “For My People.”
We closed with a surprise “lesson” on the folk.
Many thanks to all 26 readers, including our rector, associate rector, parishioners from three services, to the very warm and
receptive audience, to our indispensable sign-in team-Ellen Freiler, Michele Schiraldi, and Lisa Omark-to Justin Haydu for his
invaluable and indispensable assistance, to the church office staff, to everyone who assisted with and supported the ReadIn, and those who have offered words of congratulations on the nature and success of the event.

Easter Offering and Memorial
Envelopes
Please have your Easter Offering
and Memorial Envelopes returned
to the office—950 Chapel Street,
2nd Floor, New Haven, CT
06510—no later than Wednesday, March 28 in order to include
the names in the Easter Day bulletins. Additional envelopes are
available in the church vestibule.

Trinity’s Fourth Annual Easter
Egg Hunt
Easter Sunday, March 31, between the 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
Services.
Weather permitting, the fun will take
place outside on the Green between
Trinity and Center Church. Rain will
move the Hunt to the Undercroft.

A Note About Easter Music
With this issue of the Voice, you will
note a request for donations for Easter
music. These donations will be more
important than ever this year, as we are
excited to announce that this Easter we
are going to have brass instruments in
addition to the tympani for the first time
in many years.
We have been able to find a strong
quintet of instruments that we could get
together as a group. They will play for the end of the 9:00
a.m. service as well as at the 11:00 a.m. service, accompanying the hymn singing as well as some of the choral music.
Please be especially generous in your donations so that we
can be sure to meet the expenses of that weekend, which
are not covered in the parish budget. Thank you!
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Stations of the Cross - Monday of Maundy Thursday Nightwatch
From the end of the Maundy Thursday
Holy Week, March 25
service—around 9:00 p.m. on March
On March 25 our bishops are planning to
lead the Stations of the Cross in Washington,
D.C., as a public witness against violence in
our society. Anyone interested in joining in
this trip can find additional information and
details about transportation on the diocesan
website, www.ctdiocese.org.
Recognizing that not everyone will be able to
make the trip to Washington, D.C., and in solidarity with our
bishops, the Rev. Tracy Johnson Russell, the Rev. Luk De
Volder, the Rev. Vicki M Davis, and Deacon Kyle Pederson
are working with representatives of the Episcopal Churches
in New Haven along with sisters and brothers from other
faiths and backgrounds to plan a public witness with a Stations of the Cross around the New Haven Green on March
25 at Noon, to stand with all those in our city who wish to
challenge every kind of violence and bring about peace and
reconciliation in our community. This is but one step among
many that it will take to bring about wholeness and healing in
our city and in our interconnected lives.
Further details about the Stations of the Cross on the New
Haven Green will be distributed as they become available.

28—until Communion from Reserved
Sacrament at 7:00 a.m. on Good Friday,
parishioners will keep watch in one hour
shifts, remembering the words of Jesus
to his disciples, “Could you not watch
with me one hour?”
So how does this work?
Two parishioners sign-up for one hour shifts throughout the
night. There will be meditation materials available in the
columbarium. A sign‐up sheet is available at the back of the
church on Sundays; please sign‐up by Sunday, March 24.
Contact the Parish Office at office@trinitynewhaven.org for
information.
Will I be safe?
We have taken many measures to ensure your safety. One
of Trinity’s sextons will be there to provide security for you.
Participants will be given a cell phone number to call in order
to be let into the building. Once you are in the building, the
doors will be locked. If you have any concerns about safety
or do not have a cell phone to call from, please let us know
and we will work something out.

4th Annual Foot Care Clinic on Maundy Thursday
Chapel on the Green will combine the tradition of foot-washing with real foot care for
those who live on the city’s streets on
Maundy Thursday, March 28, 2013, from
1:00 - 3:30 p.m., outdoors, behind Trinity
Church on the Green.
Feet will be washed and massaged; new
socks provided and vouchers for a new pair
of shoes at Bob’s Stores will be distributed for those first 40
having their feet washed; rain or shine.

entation during the week.
We’ll show all attending, the big picture set-up, what to expect, step-by-step flow from a client’s point of view, a foot
washer’s view, et al.
Seriously, this particular gift of presence and affirmation of
another isolated human being, lifting them into an embrace
of loving community, will be one of the most spiritual, calming and satisfying experiences of your life AND the life of the
person you serve.
We hope to see you there!

Come join Bishop Ian Douglas, local clergy, Yale physician’s
assistants, Quinnipiac and Gateway College nurse practitioners and many other caring and giving people, and make a
gentle difference in the life of another!
Volunteers to manage the line, wash feet, support feet washing stations and issue vouchers get ready for the ride of your
lives!
Wanna give good presence? Let us show you how!
Volunteer orientation commences promptly on Sunday,
March 24 immediately following the 2:00 p.m. Chapel on the
Green service from 3:15 - 3:45 p.m., behind Trinity Church
on the Green, in New Haven. You might be the lucky person
whose feet I wash!
There really is no good Sunday to meet for orientation, so
the Sunday before it is. Please let Luz Colville know if you
simply can’t do the 24th. She would be happy to hold an ori-

Maundy Thursday is about Christ giving a new commandment to love one another as he loved us. At the heart of this
holy day is service. Chapel on the Green, COTG, is an outdoor ministry of Trinity Church and gathers each Sunday at
2:00 p.m. behind Trinity Church, to feed body and soul.
Foot care is a real issue for those living on the streets. We
will have medical staff, including podiatrists, to perform foot
examinations. We are also distributing socks. Warm dry
socks are crucial to many people who attend COTG and are
often more desired than food. We also will distribute shoe
vouchers with thanks to discounts from Bob’s Stores in
Hamden. If you would like to donate $40 for shoes (you may
give less, you may give more) please make checks payable
to Trinity Church with “Foot Clinic” in the memo.
For more information, please call Luz Colville: (203) 8120340; mcolville@trinitynewhaven.org.
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Service of the Seven Last Words of Christ on Good Friday
Every Good Friday, Trinity has an ecumenical service of the Seven Last Words of Christ. The service takes place from 12:00
p.m. - 3:00 p.m. Seven people preach one sermon on one of the traditional seven last words of Christ. We are pleased and
honored to have an extraordinary gathering of preachers at Trinity for the annual three hour service of preaching, music and
meditation. We encourage you to come to as much of this traditional Trinity service as you can and to bring friends who find
special value in some of the greatest preaching in America. Our preachers for this year are (in alphabetical order:)
Barbara Jarry

Dr. Jamie Maury

Member of Trinity, Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist

Seminarian, Trinity Church on the Green

Mr. Peter Johnston

The Rev. Kyle Pedersen

Seminarian, Trinity Church on the Green

New Haven Deacon

The Rev. Julie Kelsey

The Rev. Carolyn Sharp

Priest Associate, Trinity Church on the Green; Assistant
Dean of Students, Yale Divinity School; Former Rector,
Grace and St. Peter’s Church in Hamden

Professor Hebrew Scriptures Divinity School and Religious
Studies

The Rev. Dr. Charles Lemert
University Professor and John E. Andrus Professor of Social
Theory Emeritus, Wesleyan University and Senior Fellow of
the Center for Comparative Research, Sociology, Yale
University

Climate Revival Event
The Episcopal Churches of New
England “Province 1” are cosponsoring the ‘Climate Revival’ on
Saturday, April 27 in Boston. Our
Presiding Bishop will be preaching/celebrating at the event. It will
be a fun filled and “inspirational
day of preaching, worship,
prayers, and music as we celebrate the splendor of creation,
mourn its desecration, and advocate for restoration and renewal.”
Rich Walser is organizing the logistics for Trinity and the
New Haven Deanery and hoping to charter a bus if enough
people would like to go. This is an ecumenical event, so parishioners are encouraged to bring their friends from other
churches and denominations who would like to participate.
Please have anyone who would like to attend contact Rich
by email at richard.walser@gmail.com and to put ‘Climate
Revival Event’ in the subject line.

132nd Annual Meeting of the
Episcopal Church Women,
Diocese of Connecticut
Thursday, May 2, at The Aqua Turf, Southington, CT
Guest Speaker will be The Rev. Timothy Safford, Rector of
Christ Church, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
“Voices Found: The Witness of Three Founding Mothers of
the Episcopal Church”
Please join the Trinity Church on the Green table (seats 10)
for this annual luncheon meeting of the ECW Diocese of
Connecticut. Cost is $18 per person. They ask each church
to send in one check and one reservation form, so please
give/send your check, made out to Trinity (with ECW in the
memo), along with your reservation information, to The Rev.
Vicki M. Davis. Trinity has a long connection with the ECW,
and this is a wonderful annual opportunity to renew those
ties and connect with the women of the Episcopal Church in
Connecticut.

Circle of Caring
“We tend to use prayer as a last
resort, but God wants it to be our
first line of defense. We pray when
there’s nothing else we can do,
but God wants us to pray before
we do anything at all.” ~ Oswald
Chambers
“I have so much to do that I shall
spend the first three hours in
prayer.” ~ Martin Luther

We have a rich prayer life and tradition here at Trinity. In
addition to the variety and richness of our liturgical life, there
are three ministries of prayer specifically:

 During the liturgies, we include Prayers of the People,
for those who have asked for special prayers at a time of
need and/or concern, usually over a two-week period
with renewals requested;

 We offer hands-on healing prayers at every Sunday and
Wednesday service during Communion and following, in
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the Columbarium area, for those seeking prayers for
specific concerns and/or thanksgivings;

 There is a more extensive Circle of Caring, consisting of
prayers requested by individuals, as well as prayers for
certain groups and conditions in the world at large,
which is circulated by e-mail to all who have requested
to be part of this Circle. Recipients of the Circle of Caring undertake to include the prayers therein in their own

Annual Plant Sale
Trinity will have a Plant and
Flower Sale on the Friday, Saturday, and Sunday of Mother’s Day
weekend (May 10-12). Working
with a local wholesaler, we will be
selling plants, flowers, and annuals for the garden at competitive
prices.
Plans are underway and we would love more volunteers to
join the team working on this project. To volunteer or to obtain more information, please contact: Debby Kraemer or
Jack Tebes at stewardship@trinitynewhaven.org or Mary
Ann Stroup at trinitybazaar1@gmail.com.
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daily prayers, so that quite literally and theologically and
powerfully, we do create a “circle of prayer” around the
concerns expressed. There are currently around 150
parishioners participating in this Circle of Caring. If you
would like to join in this prayer circle, and/or if you have
concerns that you would like to be added to the prayers,
please
let
Christine
Janis
know
at
Christine.janis54@yahoo.com.

Annual Spring Concert: Save the
Date!
On Friday, May 17 at 7:30 p.m.,
the Men and Boys & Men and
Girls will present their annual
Spring Concert—SpringSongs, a
concert featuring some of the
lighter side of choral music. This
concert will take place in the
Church Hall of St. Mary’s Church,
Hillhouse Ave. in New Haven (the Church Hall is directly beneath the main church). Having it in their church hall allows
us to seat the audience at tables and serve refreshments
during the performance. Watch future editions of the E-News

Pre-Order forms will be available shortly. The plants/flowers
can be picked up at Trinity on Friday, May 10 from 11:00
a.m. - 4:00 p.m.; Saturday, May 11 from 11:00 a.m. - 4:00
p.m.; and Sunday, May 12 from 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. We
hope this becomes a wonderful opportunity to help Trinity
while also bringing beauty to your home or garden, and to
family, friends, neighbors, and people with whom you work.

Sunday afternoon services at
Trinity
There will be services of Choral Evensong on Sunday, April
21 and Sunday, May 5 at 5:00 p.m.
Our last two Taizé services for the season will be held on
Sunday, April 14 and Sunday, May 19 at 5:00 p.m.

Annual Bishops’ 5K for Kids
Saturday, May 18. The 12th Annual 5K for Kids is USATF Certified for the serious runner, and for
those who just want to have fun.
The 5K course starts and ends at
Webster Hill School in West Hartford. This is a family-friendly event for serious athletes as
well as walkers of any speed. Jogging strollers ok, and wagons for walkers ok.
All profits benefit the Bishops Fund for Children, which
makes grants to programs working with children at risk in
Connecticut.
SCHEDULE
8:00 a.m. Registration and check-in
9:00 a.m. Pre-race yoga
9:20 a.m. Kids’ mile and half mile races
9:40 a.m. Start 5K walk/run
9:45 a.m. Kids’ Events Begin
10:30 a.m. Awards Ceremony
More information at www.bishops5kforkids.org.
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THE STILL SMALL VOICE
A Newsletter of Trinity on the Green

Parish Office:
950 Chapel Street, 2nd Floor
New Haven, CT 06510

Phone: (203) 624-3101
Fax: (203) 624-2412
E-mail: office@trinitynewhaven.org
Website: www.trinitynewhaven.org
Music Office:
Phone: (203) 776-2616
Parish Administrator:
Sherrill Farkas
Phone: (203) 624-3101 ext. 26
E-mail: sfarkas@trinitynewhaven.org

THE MISSION OF TRINITY CHURCH
God’s love calls us to proclaim with joy the good news of Jesus Christ, to
welcome all people into the community of faith, and to serve Christ through
serving others.
THE MINISTERS OF TRINITY
All the people of Trinity Church
THE CLERGY:
The Rev. Dr. Luk De Volder, Rector
The Rev. Vicki M. Davis, Associate Rector
The Rev. Ellen Tillotson, Priest Associate
The Rev. Julie Kelsey, Priest Associate
The Rev. Kyle Pedersen, New Haven Deacon

Parish Office:
950 Chapel Street, 2nd Floor
New Haven, CT 06510

